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South Bruce Peninsula council may postpone a decision on sanitary sewers for Sauble Beach until
2013.

A recommendation extending the deadline for council's Sauble sewer and water ad hoc
committee's report until Dec. 31, 2012, was approved by committee of the whole on Tuesday.
The sewer and water committee was originally to have its report in by the end of this month.

The ad hoc committee was set up after the latest consultant's report on the long-debated issue of
Sauble sewers, completed last year for the last council, laid out a series of options for sewage
systems — at costs ranging from $12.7 million to service 303 lots in the downtown to $69.5
million to cover 2,510 lots and the capacity to expand further — without, some new councillors
argued, the town ever determining if a municipal sanitary sewage treatment system is even
needed.

The committee's mandate "is to determine if there is a scientific and/or medical need for human
waste management based on pollution and associated risk," chairman Gary Roberts said Monday.

The committee had its first meeting on June 29 and has met four times since, according to a
report prepared for Tuesday's committee of the whole meeting. Coun. Jay Kirkland, who with
Coun. Marilyn Bowman represents council on the committee, said the group isn't yet in a position
to tell council if a sanitary system is needed.

If council wants guidance from the committee about whether sewers are needed, laboratory tests
on water quality from different points in Sauble will have to be done, likely over all four seasons,
Kirkland said.

Bowman said the committee won't know until after its next meeting, scheduled for Monday
morning, exactly what types of testing would be necessary or how much it will cost.

Roberts said Monday that Garry Palmateer, a microbiologist whose resume includes being an
expert witness at the judicial inquiry into the Walkerton water tragedy, will be at the meeting to
outline "what needs to be done and the costing and things of that nature."

The scientific reports the committee has reviewed so far say "you can have risky situations but
until you actually do some in site research of some sort you really don't know what it is," he
added.

"You want to know what the risk is, find out what's down there," Roberts said. "Let's put some
pipes down there and suck up some of that water and analyze it and not just for E. coli . . . It's
just not about bacteria. There's viruses and all kinds of weird and wonderful things we have to be
concerned about."
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